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M.VOLOSIN DURING THE 1920's: TWO LETTERS

Mepamucka GoNpmoOro XAYAOXHKKA - BCOETNA IGHHHHE MCTOTHME NOCTOBEPHHX INHTEPRTYpHO-
Suorpahuacckux (] ¥ Tak Heol POogKICK, CODHPRHHE H MYyOSIMKALMA ITHoEM

Bonompm,1

In the November issue of the Soviet literary journal Na postu for 1923 an
ominous article appeared about the poetry of the poet Maksimilian Vologin (1877-
1932).2 The article by one B.Tal’ carried the threatening title "Poétiteskaja kontr-
revoljucija v stichach M. Vologina" and the conclusion reached by Tal’ concerning
Volofin's work was equally denunciatory: VoloSin's poetry was labelled counter-
revolutionary to the point of being pro-monarchist. The aim of Tal’s article was to
discredit Volo8in's collection of poetry Stichi o terrore which had been issued
eatlier in the year by the Writers' Publishing House in Berlin (Knigoizdatel’stvo
pisatelej v Berline).3 Volo&in, fearing for his personal well-being and property,
quickly came out with a disclaimer in the journal Krasnaja nov’ denying all
responsibility for the publication of this collection.# However, this act by Vologin
did not put a stop to further critical attacks against himself, if anything they
increased.? Vologin acknowledged in a private letter to Tal’ that his reputation had
been damaged by Tal™'s accusation beyond repair: “...stat’i, vrode Valej, naglucho
zakryvajut dlja menja russkie izdanija i okonatel’no lidajut zarabotka™.6 Till his
death, nine years later, Volo3in was unable to publish any more of his poetry.

Volo#in in numerous poems of the post-revolutionary period described with
impartiality the horrors of the Russian Revolution and the Civil War. From his
residence at Koktebel’ in the Crimea Volodin was able, with difficulty, to remain
neutral and portray in his poetry a personal apocalyptic vision of the bloody
events of the period, and at the same time drawing parallels to other historical
periods. Volo$in stubbornly resolved to remain nonaligned in relationship to the
Bolsheviks and the Whites.” This total neutrality on Vologin's part was completely
reflected in his verse. Volo3in was frequently accused by both sides of partisan-
ship: the Whites perceived him as having Boishevik leanings and the Bolsheviks
viewed him as a bourgeois poet with monarchist sympathies. This dual ambiguity
led to misunderstandings in matters concerning the publication of his poetry. In
1919 his book of poems about the Revolution Demony gluchonemye was to be
issued by both sides as Vologin narrates in a letter of that year:

Iy CTHXN HCKINOYHTENRHO Ha COBPEMEHHRLIE TeMLI - 0 Pocenn u o
peromiormu, Kax pcerma, mce, wro GriBacT Co MHOM, OKA3LIBAETCA
NApagoXCanbHO: MOM CTMXH ONWHAKOBO HPABATCS W GOJNILIISBMKAM M
mo6porossnam. Mosa nepsas Kaura "JeMOHBI MIYXCHeMEIe" BLIINA B
susape 1919, s Xaprxope, u GbIIa HEMERIEHHO PACIpOCTpaHeHa
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GomsmenucTckum LlenTaroM. A BTOpPOE ee WINaHWE TOTOBUTCA
uszapats JoGpopomsueckuit Ocear, M3 3TOr0 TH MOXKEI: BAXETS,
UTO 5 CTOX0 JEUCTBUTEILHO HA HAPTHsMU.S

Due to the excessive popularity of Voloin's poetry many unauthorized
publications of it began to appear in journals and newspapers.? In order to stem
the tide of this illegal printing, Volo$in in 1920 gave his friend Prince Aleksandr
K. Servatidze (1867-1968), who was leaving for London, power of attorney to
publish his verse in London and to forsee any future translations of it.10 The
collection in question was to be called "Plamena: voina i revoljucija® and te be
consisted of three parts "Armagedon”, "Demony gluchonemye", and "Neopali-
maja kupina”.11 Unfortunately, nothing came of this plan and two years later
Volodin gave another power of attorney to A.S.Jaitenko (1877-1934) the
publisher of the Berlin-based bibliographical journal Novaja russkaja kniga, to
publish his work.12 Ja§¢enko arranged to have two collections of Voloin's poetry
to be issued in June 1923 in Berlin: Demony glichonemye and Stichi o terrore, 13
Both volumes contained poems from the earlier collection "Plamena”, as well as
new verse. Since Demony gluchonemye had been issued previously by the
Soviets in Char’kov in 1919 and the second edition was merely a reprint - no ob-
jections were raised to its reissue. However, Volodin's "tamizdat” book of poetry
Stichi o terrore did not meet official approval and hence was viciously condemned
by the official party literary apparatus. As a result Volo8in the poet simply ceased
to exist.

The two letters that follow mirror these events and are published with the
permission of Columbia University.14 The letters are located among the
Aleksandr Konstantin Shervashidze papers at the Bakhmeteff Archive of Russian
and East European History and Culture, Rare Bock and Manuscript Library,
Bautler Library, Columbia University.
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Notes

1 K.N. Suvorova, "Moj dom otkryt (Pis’'mo M.A. Volofina k L.P. Grossmanu)”,
in Vstreci s proglym, vypusk 5, Moscow 1984, 219.

2 B.Tal’, "Poétiteskaja kontr-revoljucija v stichach M. Volosina”, Na postu, No.
4 (nojabr’), 1923, 151-164.

3 Another volume of Volo3in's poetry was reissued by the same publishing
house at this time: Demony gluchonemye.

4 M.Vologin, "Pis*'mo v redakciju", Krasnaja nov’, No. 1, 1924, 312,

3 The journal Na postu attacked VoloSin's rebuttal: B.Skuratov, "Koe-&to o "ne-
zaslufennoj slave" Maksimiliana Volog§ina (Pis'mo v redakciju)", Na postu,
No. 1, 1924, 297-300.

6 "Dver’ otperta. Perestupi porog....", Vremja i my. No. 28, 1978, 208,

7 Vologin characterized his political stance as "stojat’ nad schvatkoj", A Soviet
critic has recently disparagingly referred to Volo#in's independent stand as
"abstract humanism", cf. LKuprijanov, Sud’ba poéta, Kiev 1978, 188,

8 (Letter to Ja.A. Glotov of 18 October 1919), Vremja i my, No. 28, 1978, 197.

9 In aletter of 1922 Volodin writes about the deplorable situation concerning the
numerous unautherized publications of his verse abroad:

Ho muuy cTxu M HuYerc He 3Ha 06 ux cynnfe: g CTONBKO pas
nocsLan wx gns nedati. Ho o cyapGe ux He 3Haw. MHorna ux Buxy
HATICYATAHHBIMY B HEOXKMIAHHEIX A MEHS H3TAHUAX W HE 3HAI0, KaK
OHH TyAa nonans. Mue nepeaapaimy, uTo 6yATO OHU IMEYATAIOTCA WacTo
n sarpanuunsiX wagaauax (L.Fleishman, R.Hughes, O.Raevsky-Hughes,
Russkij Berlin 1921-1923, Paris 1983, 75),

10 A K. Servagidze (Caba) was an artist who was associated with the World of
Art movement. In 1920 Servadidze was invited by the great impresario Sergej
Djagilev to London, where Djagilev was busy staging one of his ballets. In
time Servadidze became one of the principal stage designers for Djagilev's
Ballets Russes. For more information on Servaidze see: N.N. Evreinov,
Qriginal o portretistach, Moscow 1922, 61-65; J.Bowlt, Russian Stage
Design: scenic innovation, 1900-1930, Jackson (Mississippi) 1982, 268-270;
L.Efimov, "Vozvra$&enie", Golos rodiny, No. 28 (2588), 1987.

11 n a private letter dated September 10, 1920 Vologin speaks of this collection:
".. H BCE CTHXHM MOM, HANMMCAHHBIE 94 BTH IOJbl, OTBEYAIT TONLKC HA
Texymue coburrua. J Bam mocwinan MX B MUCLMAX, & €CITM OHHA HE 0 -
107, TO, BEPoATHO, BaM ux noxaseipan W uwran llepsammnasze, Koto-
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POMY A JA) TONHELE SK3EMILTAP KHUMM ¢ NpockGol u NoIHoMouMaMu
wagars ee B ITapuxce v Joumone” ( Vremyja i my, No. 28, 1978, 200).

12 Novaja russkaja kniga published with Volo§in's pemuss:on his poetic cycle
"Usobica” in its pages: No, 2, 1923..

13 The editors of Russkij Berlin 1921-1923 (69-80) have conclusively proved
that Volodin without any reservation and full knowledge sanctioned the
publication of both of these volumes in spite of later denials, which were
intended as temporary measures of pacifying his critics.

14 Several excerpts of these letters were first published a number of years agé, of.
] .Makg:sldj, "K stichotvorenijam Maksimiliana Volosina®, Novyj Zurnal, No,
39, 1954, 133-135.
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IInceMma Bomounrwna IMlepsamumpae
No. 1

BockpeceHre
5 anpens 1920
Koxrebenn.

Noporoit Anexcannp KoncrautuHosMY,

Mocemao Tebe TeKeT Moel KHury "Tlnamesa”, KOTOPYIO ThI COrIACHICH
nonsIraThes yerpouts B Jlonnone y Corruna, | Ouens 1 ouens npoury o ToM
sxe Haramio Vmuammny.2 Mue ouels BaXKHO €6 MONATh 53 MPAHMIEH 1O
JABYM [TPHUMHAM,

1. Heno3MOKHOCTD M3IATE €€ NONHOCTRIO B Poccun B 6moxalimupe rojse
H 3KENRHLE €€ 3aKPEeAHTH HEMEINEHHO,

2. HeofxommuMocTs 3apafoTka, xora GBI Ta CyMMa, KOTOPYIO S5 CMOTY 33
Hee MONYYMTb, M OCTANACE OB, 33 HCROIMOXHOCTRI) IEPENpPaBUTE €C B
Poccuio, sa rpaHunei (KTe 3HaeT He NPMACTCA JIM M MHE Yeped HEKOTOpoS
BPEMSA OUYTUTHCS TaM CAMOMY).S _

A moceinano TeGe MOAHLIE TEKCT, HO TEKCT He PACIONOIKEHHbLIE B Hax -
NEXAINEM NOPSIKE, M IIPHUIATAK CIMCOK CTHXOR KAK OHM JOJKHE ObITh pac -
MONOMeHEL ¥ MEHA He Obino HM BpeMeHH (HM Gymarn), 9TolH epenicaTs
WX KA CHeXYEeT: IOSTOMY [powny Tels mpeskae, ueMm coaBars B HaGop mats
LEPEITMCATE HA OTACTBHbIX KACTUKAX KAK CACAYET U ICUaTH M PACIONOXHTE
B TIOPAJKE CITHCKA.

Brzemmap "JleMOHOB NIYXOHEMEIX" - OIMH W3 TPEX KUTOPBIE A MOXY UM
OT WamaTeNA - g nocemaw Tebe. On ¢ Moum 1opTperoM Teoel paborer. Ho
Kpachop COREDINEHHO HENEO BCaiM er'0 Ha o6J0KKY - BooGue Bee ua -
DaHHE B XYAOMECTREHHOM OTHOILEHHH BOSMYTHUTENBHO, OCOGEHHO OTOMY,
YTO B HEM €CTh NPETEH3UM HA XYNOXKECTBEHHOCTH M pockomb.t O6paru
BHMMaLHe, YT0 B "Ilnamenax" pacronosxeHne CTHXOB OyIET MHOE, UEM B
ITOH KHUTE.

Temeps OTHOCHTENLHO ycnopuit wamanus. [onopap - 25%. C panonoi
HDMHHB.JILHOﬂ OEHH MITAHMA WM, UTO TOXE CAMOL C HOMUHAILEOHK IICHEL
BIBEMILIAPA,

B xpaltnem cnyuae gam Te6e npaso coyctuTs 1Mo 20%. Tosopap momxed
6LITh YINAYEH LEMAKOM IPHM CHave PYKOTIBCK M MOHETOM TOW CTpaHsbr B
KOTOPOH GylET NaNaBaTLCA.

i MeHs DOMKHO GLITh coxpaneno 100 aBTOPCKMX BKIEMIIAPOR,

Hznarean obasyeTcs coenaTh MIAAHME B TEUCHUH I'OOA CO NHSA NMpHob -
PETEHNA PYKOTIMCH,
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IIpoTHR BTOPOro HANAHMSA HEYETO HE HMEIO HA TEX 3KE YCIOBMIIX,

QOTHOCHTENEHO NEPECLUIKH IEHEr: €CIIM HU THL, HH WITATCIH HE HAtimeTe
OOCTATOUHO BEPHOTO ILyTH MIIH OKA3UH TIEPecRaTh MHE JeHLrH (JIYJIe BCero
chyaTaMu), TO THI BCE-TAKH TONYYH UX M HEPEILIN HX MOeMY Apyry Muxawny
Ocunosuyuy Hermuny.S Tapux. 91 Anenxo Anpu-Mapreu (Paris. Avenue
Henri-Martin). A s [PRIATA0 MY [IMCEMO, KOTODOS NEpeIny Korga Gyxeis
r llongouwe, une 3ape3u cam ecim Oyzems B Ilapuxe, lleTnunel oueHb
MUNGIE HIOZH H MOM GOIelnMe Apyass. EMy derue Syrmer Halite OKA3MI0
[ePECHaTh MHE JeHBIM B POCCHIO T. K. OH CRA3AH K KOMMEDUECKAMM M [IOJIH -
THYECKMMH ITyTAMU ¢ Hewo, Bens ecmu u Sommenuxu 6ynyt B Kprmy,b to
KOMMEPUECKUE OTHOWESHMS moxa 6y oyT orkprisl ¢ Anurmueit. Touso Tak xe
€CITM BTH NSHLCH OCTAHYTCH ¥ Hero MHe nerue Gyaer ero Haiitu B Iapuxe,
€XEH 5 CaM MOTALY 23 TPAHMIY, '

OTHOCHTENLHO Xe RHGNMIMOCTY KHUTH - A BHOONHE ROBEpAI Tebe M
Harame Vnsynmne. A hopMaT qpenodnTan Ik CTHXOB Mo B 16 1oimo
1m0 aIs3cEUpOBCKHit (Kak JleMeposcKMe HIaHN),

Mue 6L OUEHR XOTENOChH BMAEThE BTY KHWI'Y NEpeBeAEHHON Ha
AHCTMUCKUE 1 PPAHIYICKHIA AILIKK, T. K. KYMAD, ITO MMEHHO TENEPs, KAK
oTo0paskeHUe TOI'0, YTO CoBepiuaercAd B Poccuu oHa Onr npexcrasuima
HHTEpEC,

JIupmueckue cTHXM MoM GLUIM B CBOE BpeMA nepesescHs! leTmmemM B
corpynuauvuecTBe ¢ POHTEHACOM M M37aTh MX gomkeH Orur XKopx Kpec, HO
06 cynsbe MX 31 He 3HAK Tenepb HUYero, Jimn AHCIMM Y MEHA BIAN JETOM
pyxomnucs "Jemonon I'myxonemex" Bumksmc,” Ho wro on cheman Toxe He
SHAIO,

Ha, cRemeuusa ana manarena: "Apmaranon"® Gnim maman B Poccuu B
rommyectBe 300 sx3., » 1916 v, a "demonunl Cuyxouemnie" B 1919 B
Xapekose B konuy. 1200 sk3. ¥ To w mpyroe N3faHue pasoliiiocs [TONIHO -
crbi0. Celiyac B TIPOAAXKE HE HMECTCA HM OIHOro pKaeMmiapa. B "IlnameHa”
BOINEN PAX HErje He HANEYATAHHEIX CTHXOB, B 9YACTHOCTH BECh OTHEN
"Heoramnmasn Kyruna“,? kpome Tex nepesecennsx w3 "Jemonor". Hy, sor
KIOKETCH BCE CBEAEHHA, 10 HEOGXOMMMEL

Boymmoe crracuo ecmm yerpoums sTo MHe, Haneiock eme yaupats Tets B
cpeny, KOrua reprych B Oeonocuio. EcimM ke T K TOMY BPEMEHM YeXelh, TO
nepenail Mot npMBET M BCE MOM CaMbie Jyvimme mokenanusa Haranke
Hmbusmnse 1 Hukonao Hukonacenyy. 10

Maxcumunuan Bonomm.
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CKTEEEJL
Geoacelr 6 anpiaa I920
ZOE. DMB./ P 1’12¢

Cunt goblpAp KEaso Anexcalppy KoHoTaHTHHOBHNY
Hepsamupee HpaRQ Ha HagaMie at AMPRIM Moelt KEErK OTHXOB
‘Iliaxena* Ha cabaymuuxs yoaoalsxs:

1 AnToBaxiﬂ rouopapk ae Moxauie 26 Df0 own meaopol Houu
HaJABHeH OTOHMODTH MagaBia ﬂOHIEH$ OHTh YMARWEHD AHPIiC
Kol anmn $prannyscroft momeToll.

2?Fouopapm ADNMeHD GHTh YRARYEH: NOJHOCTRE NRM BRYJYeHEM
PYHOITHOH M ecAM He OyAeTh BOAMOXHOOTH NMeNeCIATh €r0 He-—
wemiexno uAh »h Kpuwts,To gopbpsp Krasn Qepramnpse camouy
TIONYYUTE 8F0.

37010 APTOPOKIXD SKIEMINIANORD AOMXHO GHTL COXDAHEHD NNA
HeHH M npM clyyad nepenpaBfeno b BApHOHA Oxasled.

Kpouk roro cuub pan npapo Ka,Jlepmammnas pacnopaxaT
eft nepesogauy »TOR KHMMH HA HMOCTDAHHWE AJKKM K UXD Haja

HiANK . m; :u! :" 11 hm‘l!l iD

Power of attorney from Volosin to Prince Servadidze



No.2
20-X-1924

Joporas Harama Mneuaumnza, monyuun Bamy AeHEr#d ¥ IHCEMO H
TOTHAC K€ NEPEIAN MX IO HASHAUCHHD), YAEPXKaB cele paHee NAHHLIA
yepponen. Becrn o E.B.] Smaronpusrasie: 6yaTo 661 oHa yxe Hamma cebe
paSory. Desouxa yumrcst. A Tyca co6upaerca yUUTeCS, JIeHLr M TONYYeHHEIS
panbine yepes Esp.2 nomnu ua ornpasky nereit. K coxanenuo, Kpome 1ucTo
BHEWIHEH MOMOIM CO CTOPOHBI MHE HMUYeM He yaanochk xuomous E.B. 5
OueHbL OBIN Paj NOILYyvHTs OT Bac BecTouky. IIsckMa ¥3-33 IPAHHAIBL PEIKH.
Ja M BOSAEPKMBACHIECA HEBONBHO OT NEPCIMCKH T. K. HA OKDAHHAX KO
BCAKHUM ITACEMAM OTHOCATCH HONOAPHTEIRHO H WTO MOXKET CIYXHTh
MOBOLOM K CAMBIM HEMPUATHEM TOCIEACTRHAM. XyN0XeCTBCHHEIE TPalH -
nuun Koxrefena pO300HOBUIMCH CHOBA 34 TIOCHCIHME TOXH M B €I
Sommux pasmepax. JJom ocTaBmmuiics 33 MHOM, X MIPERPATHI B GeCILIATHE
ZOM OTILIXA - BEpHEE XYAOKECTREHHYID KONOHUD,S [TPOMmIbIM JIETOM Y Hac
xuno 200 uenobek, 3a »re nero npomo 300. Takum oGpasoMm mom
CTAHOBMTCH OEHMM M3 XVIQXKECTBEHHBIX ueHTpos Poccun, Bro oueHs
YTOMUTENEHO, HO TaeT rPOMATHOE YAOBIETBOpeHHe. B mureparype mens
OUECHS TPABAT M METMYIOT.4 BTO rpo3uio 651 CAMBIMH IYPHBIMM TIOCTES -
CTBMAMM, €clHM Ol y MeHs He OLIn0 HeCKOIBKMX Hofpoxenarencit B
HpPaBUTENLCTBEHHHX cpepax.’ Ho mewaraThcs MHE MOUTH HEBOAMOXKHO.
MarepuansHO CYIECTBYD HHUKAK - YYLOM, HO YYX0 HUKCr A HE WAMCHICT,
Droii pecHolt e3xui Ha cemep - B Mocksy, Iletepbypr. Pamocrno Guing
noBAAATL cTapeix apyzei. 10 mer!!S IpusercrBoBanM MeHs oueHs. Ho
nyGIMgHO A HE BEICTYIAM B3 HeoOxoquMoil mpenocTopoxkHocTH, B Kpsavy
70 CHX TIOp emle Bee Somee ofocTpeno, ueM HA cepepe. Ho 4 Bce-taxu HE 3a
YTO HE IMPOMEHAK) CBOLTO YEIUHWHIA Ha cyeTy MOCKBH i [Q CUX 0P €10 Y
MeHs He GLIO cofmasua sarpanuns.’ Mens maxe B Tlapux Hu pasy ne
TAHYIO, 34 9TH rONsl % BUAEH TO, TTO HE JAHO BHEETE KAMAOMY, X BEHEC
MYIPOCTE, PAKOCTE M CTAPOCTE, (DHBMUCCKH TYBCTBYIO Cel I OVeHb IOCTapes -
IOMM, TYXOBHO - CO3PEBITUM, 3HOPOBLE CTANIO CHIBHO MOIMNARMBATE ITOCIE
Gonpwo Gonezam 1921 rona.® Crixu Mon, uTo newarawres 3a rpaHuuei -
MevaTaTca 663 MOEro BenoMa, paspemenns 1 ormarsl? Bee, wT0 A mvcan,
ITHIOY ¥ YT( F3@MEBICIEHO ~ Bee Henenaypro, U veM pamsure, rem mymne. Pucyo
MHOro axksapeneit, Omn uMeoT yenex na prcraskax. !0 Ho sa mocnemave
rOfBI HUKTO HHYErO HE MOKYIACT MY XYAOXKECTBEHHBRIX Bewre#t (cTpax
nanoros), JIsna EspenHosa rocruna y ac nerom. 1l Ml ¢ neit ouens nonpy -
Kuimch, QHA XOpoImas, sHepruuHas, mpoctas, Fopasgo nywine uem kaxercs
B CITB. HH.!2 pugeM oYeHE MUMOXOJIOM. Ionon;unn I¥ a0 Bac BecTH ¢
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TOM, 4TO 5 XKeHuncA? BeposTho, Her, Mapycal? yuacaenonana Bce Tpamuimam
Ipal4 - urorza »TO KAXKETCH NMOYTH UYIOM W OUEHb MHOTD JAET IoCTe -
IPUMMCTBA M YIOTA CHOBA ookuBIIeMy Kokrebemckomy Jomy. Oua xopomo
anaer Bac u A.K.15 no muorum pacckasam u maer Bam npuser.

Ilo cenmanna. Kpenxo obuumanc u nenyw Anexc. KOHCTAHTHHOBHUYA,
Koraa-ro Ham moBezeTcs CHOBA BCTPeTHTHCA... KAk OTHOCATCHA KO MHE M K
MOMM CTHXaM 3arpanuucii?é

MAX
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Notes to the letters

Letter No. 1

1 1D, Sytin (1851-1934). This famous pre-revolutionary publisher was abroad
during this time negotiating for the Soviet government in the procurement of
paper in order to alleviate the prevailing critical paper shortage in Soviet
Russia, of. LD. Sytin, Zizn* dlja knigi, Moscow 1985, 302.

2 Natal’ja II'ini$na Butkovskaja - the second wife of Prince Servadidze and later
on the editor of the journal Sovremennoe iskusstvoin Paris.

3 In 1923 Volo&in expressed his desire to visit the West: "..pokinut’ Rossija ja ni
za &to ne pokinu, no poechar’ vzgljanut® na Zapad mne ofen’ chotelos’ by"
(Novaja russkaja kniga, No, 1, 1923).

4 The Char’kov poet P.B, Krasnov intended to publish Volosin's collection
Demony gluchonemye, however he sold his rights to one L. K. Berman who
issued a rather cheap edition in 1919 in an edition of 1500 copies; cf.
}fgls{;xpzé‘gk;igpn ¥izni Volodina » Al'manach bibliofila, vypusk XI, Moscow

5 Michail Osipovi¢ Cetlin (1882-1945) - a rich financier and benefactor of many
literary endeavors. In pre-revolutionary Russia Cetlin founded his own
publishing house ("Zerna"} which issued his own books of poetry
(pseudonym - Amari) and that of his friends, including a volume of VoloSin's
poetry in 1916. In emigration he helped to establish the Parisian literary journal
Sovremennye zapiski (1920-1940) and in New York Novyj Zurnal (1942),

6 This letter was written during the White occupation of the Crimea which lasted
from June 23, 1919 to November 9, 1920.

T A reference to the English journalist Harold Williams (?-1928), husband of the
writer and old friend of Vologin's - Ariadna V. Fyrkova (1869-1962).

8 *Armagadon” - a section of VoloSin's second book of verse Anno Mundi
Ardentis, Moscow 1916, Volosin is mistaken as to the edition of this book, it
was infact an edition of 500 copies: ¢f. Kuplenko, op.cit., 241. Furthermore
Vologin's figures for Demony gluchonemye are also off; see Kup&enko, 242-
243,

9 "Neopalimaja Kupina" was later to develop into a full scale book of poetry,
which remained unpublished. This planned book contained poems which were
written between 1914 and 1924; thus it incorporated all the poems from .
"Plamena", Demony gluchonemye, and many poems from Aanno Mundi
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Ardentis and Stichi o terrore; cf. M. Volosin, Stichotvorenija i poémy v dvuch
tomach, Volume 1, Paris 1982, 475-521,

10 Nikolaj Nikolaevi¢ Evreinov (1879-1953). This highly original theatrical
director and playwright staged several of his plays with stage designs by
Servadidze in Sukhumi - the capital of Abkhazia in Georgia in 1919, see
Bowlt, op.cit., 270,

Letter No. 2

1 E.V.: Ekaterina Vladimirovna Vigond - the wife of N.A.Marks (1861-1921).
Marks was a former general, scholar and an old friend of Volo8in's, who was
arrested by the Whites for collaboration with the Bolsheviks. It was only
through Vologin's active intervention that Marks' life was saved. Volo8in talks
about his efforts on behalf of Marks in his recently published memoirs of this
particular period in his life; see: 8.Smernoff Lazinger, "Maksimilian Vologin:
Vospominanija (April, 1932)", Slavica Hierosolymitana, V-VI, Jerusalem
1981, 501-521,

2 Evr.: N.Evreinov,

3 In pre-revoluitonary times Volosin's large house in Koktebel’ had always
served as a sort of vacation home for his large number of friends during the
summer months. After the Revolution, Voloin turned his house over o the
government by designating it as a free rest house {dom otdycha) for members
of the intelligentsia. In spite of this action the local authorities tried time after
time to take away the Koktebel’ house from Vologin the "bourgeois poet”. The
Kokiebel’ rest home became a popular intellectual gathering place for writers,
poets, artists and musicians, and it figures in many memoirs of the period.
Vladimir Kup&enko talks about the more famous literary personages that
visited Koktebel” before and after the Revolution in a recently-issued brochure:
V.Kupdenko, Ostrov Koktebe!l’, Moscow 1981. Vologin composed a long
poem about the artistic sanctuary at Koktebel’ entitled "Dom poéta”, cf.
Voloéin, op.cit,, vol. 2, 93-98,

4 A reference to the persecution by the journal Na postu.

3 One of Vologin's protectors in government circles was L.B. Kamenev (1883-
1936). It was to Kamenev that Volodin wrote a letter outlining the illegal
repressions directed against himself by the local authorities: cf. "Pis’mo
M.A.Volodina L.B.Kamenevu (1924)", Pamjat’, vol. 1, New York 1978, 208-
301.

6 Volosin went to Moscow and Leningrad to personally talk to high-ranking
government members about the fate of his house and about getting several of
his books published. A Lunalarskij, the Commissar of Education, placed
Velodin's house under government protection in March 1924, thereby
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effectively ending local threats and ensuring its livelihood, cf. Kuprijanov,
op.cit,, 223-224.

7 After the death of his mother in 1923 Volodin was given the opportunity to
emigrate, but tumed it down, cf. Kuprijanov, ibid., 210,

8 Vologin in a published letter described his infirmity and convalescence:
"Jlerom 21 roga a Taxeno zaonen. IlecTs MecAeR A MPONEXAT B
TOCTEN!, INECThH - NPOSEDI B theomOCHHACKHMXR CAHATOPMSAX, M S10¢ 1HSCTh
TIPOREN Ha T'PAsAX K 3nekTpr3anmax (Caxn, C2xacTonons), H TOIEKO
Teneps, b aekatpe, sepHynca B Peonoci0 M BOT CHORA SACTPAN Ha
nongopore KokreGens, saxpauedHHBIH ITUTENEHEIM M TAXKEILIM
npunagikom acTMel. Ho Bee o111 60J1esHM ¥ MPUKOBAHHOCTE K TOCTEIM
HE MOMEIIa MHE XWUTh MONHOH AYXOBHO! M BONEBON XHIHLIO
(Novaja msskaja kniga, No. 1, 1923),
Volo$in was finally to die of asthma, first contracted in 1921,

9 Volosin is misrepresenting the facts here. He was indeed paid by the publisher
of Stichi o terrore (see Russkif Berlin, 102). This was obviously 2 ruse to
offset any further criticism in the official Soviet press.

10 Vologin was a master painter of water colors depicting the natural beauty of
Koktebel’. These paintings are done in a style akin to that of the great Japanese
masters of the school of Ukiyo-e (Hokusai, Hiroshige), and are often
accompanied with verse inscriptions by VoloSin. A representative selection are
reproduced in the book Maksimilian Volosin- chudoZnik, Moscow 1976,

11 See A.Kagina-Evreinova (wife of N.Evreinov), "Leto n Maksa Voloina”,
VozroZdenie, No. 42, 1955, 108-113.

12 N.N. = N.Evreinov.

13 Marusja: marija Stepanovna Zabolockaja (1887-1976) - Vologin's second wife,
who managed to preserve the "Dom poéta” intact for 45 years after the death of
her husband. Mark Popovskij has of late published a very sympathetic article
about Marija Stepanovna in the journal Grani (No. 143, 1987, 117-166).

14 pra - the nickname of Volodin's mother Elena Ottobal’dovna, who died on
January 8, 1923.

15 A X Servagidze.

16 Vologin was especially keen on being kept informed of his reputation abroad
(i.e. in emigré circles) as evidenced in a letter of 1922:
"TlocnenHee peMa 1 MMEJL BeCTH U3-33 TPaHUIIL], TaM - B BMUTPAITAM -
MeHs!, OKa3LIBAETCA, OYCHb LUEHAT: BCIOLY HEPEUNTHIBAKT, IHTHIYIOT,
YUT2I0T, 060 MHS YHTAIOT NEKIAH, HASHIBAKIT €FUHCTREHHAIM HAIIM -
OHAJNEHLIM TOBTOM, OCTABIIKMCA TOCHE cMepTH Brioka, M T.1., peam-
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rapT BCG BOSMOXKHOCTH, YTOGH BEEXaTh 24 rpawuny” (Kuprijanov,
op.cit., 210}

ILLUSTRATIONS

No. 1 Autograph to Genadij Panin from Vologin;

4 He caM JM BLEIGPAN UAC POXKIEHEA

Bex 1 uapcTro, 0613acTs M HAPOT,

YTol npoiiTH CKBOSE MYKH M KPEINEHbe

Corecr, orus ¥ son? ...
Maxcumimmas BoioioyH
1-VIII-1922
Cumdpeporrom..

The inscription is a fragment from the poem "Gotovnost™ published later in the
collection Stichi o terrore, Berlin 1923, 19 (G.Panin collection, Connecticut).

No. 2 A rare poster advertising a benefit "Evening of Poetry" in Semferopol’,
where Volo3in appeared and read his verse. This evening was written up in the
local press: Jakov Tugendchol’d, "Na vefere sovremennoj poézii", Krasnyj
Krym, No. 121 (451), June 3, 1922 (Avthor's collection),
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