George Cheron (Los Angeles)

Il,éE(')I'I;I‘ERS FROM V.F. NUVEL’ TO M.A. KUZMIN: SUMMER

The poet Michael Kuzmin (1872-1036) was absent from St. Petersburg during
the summer of 1907, spending the entire time at his sister's estate of Okulovka.
During his absence from the capital Kuzmin was kept informed of cultural
developments by his friend, the musical and artistic dilettante Val’ter Fedorovig
Nuvel’ (1871-1949)1, Nuvel’s letters are almost entirely taken up with the rapidly
growing rift between the St. Petersburg and Moscow Symbolists, The unceasing
tension between the two camps eventually led to a complete break in August of
1907. The amorphous concept of "mystical anarchism” was one of the primary
reasons for the destabilization and fragmentation of the school of Russian
Symbolism,

"Mystical anarchism" first came into being in 1906 with the publication of its
manifesto in the collection Fakely. This new "philosophy" was devised by
Vjateslav Ivanov's friend, the writer Georgij Ivanovi¢ Culkov (1879-1939),
Culkov encased the theurgical elements of Ivanov's unterstanding of symbolism
with the concept of "sobornost’ in a socio-political framework. This new
symbolist worldview was actively supported by Ivanov and propagandized at his
famous Wednesday meetings at the"Tower" and in the symbolist press. "Mystical
anarchism's" supporters included many St. Petersburg Symbolists, among them
Aleksandr Blok? and Sergej Gorodeckij3. The Moscow-based journal Zolotoe
Runo quickly became the organ of the St, Petersburg Symbolists - "mystical
anarchists”,

V.Brjusov, on the pages of his journal Vesy, reviewed the first Fakely
collection and found it overall week and disharmonious with the concept of
"mystical anarchism", which he saw as being antithetical towards symbolist art.
Furthermore, Brjusov viewed "mystical anarchism" as a new school which posed
a threat to the hegemony of his journal Vesy as the leading arbitrator of symbolist
doctrine, Brjusov in a private letter told Vjadeslav Ivanov that he would be
merciless in the battle against "mystical anarchism":

..Mue xorenock 0bl, 4ToOH TLI NOHAN Mels, B nponosenu,
aaTeaHROR ToG0# ¢ I'eoprnem Mpanonuuem UynmkopeiM, MHe
BUIATCA HeuTo TayGoro rufemsHoe Bid 1Oro EBHOKCHUA B
JUTEPATY PE, KOTOPOMY A CAYXKY, [...] - B A roTop HanagaTh Ha Te6s C
TOl 3Ke ApPOCTHIO, KAK KOrja-Te HAa KPUTHKOB IIKGJBI
Muxalinopckoro, d mnpsaMo Bmensno cebe B OJOINr BCEMH
CPeNCTBAMH BHJIOTE JO HACMEIUKY BOpOTLCA ¢ "MHCTHYECKHM
anapxuamMomM”, ¢ Tooum "Henpustuenm mupa .S
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The primary Vesy critics of the "mystical anarchism” of the St. Petersburg
Symbolists became Andrej Belyj, Zinaida Gippius and "Ellis".

In his desire to preserve the leading position of his brand of symbolism,
Brjusov tolerated no factions which menaced its survival. The publications of the
Ivanov "Ory" publishing house, any St. Petersburg anthologies with participation
by "mystical anarchists", the neo-symbolist joumnal Pereval, the Sipovnik volumes
with their curious mixtre of realists and "mystical anarchists" all came under
attack on the pages of Vesy. Brjusov in a letter to his father described the
situation:

Cpenn "nekafaerToB”, KAK TR BHIMIIL OTUACTH W o BecaM, UIyT
BCEBOIMOKHEE pacupu. Bce ueTwipe hpakuuu NeKameHTOR:
"Cxopronst”, "3onoropynns”, "llepesansmupxu” u "Opu" - B
CCOPE HpYr € APYTOM M B CBOMX OPraHax A3IBUTENLHO IIQHOCAT
ogue  ppyrore. CIHIOKOM MHOTO HAC PDAcMIONUIOCE H
MPOXOMMTECA TIOENATh APYC APYra, MHAUE HE NMPOXKMEBEINb, Th
9YTAN, KAK MBI HAalmagaeM HA "neperbyprckux JNUTEpaTopoB”
("IHTemnenepanHaa Kanoma"): ®T0 BwOan nporuR "Op" u B
9aCcTHOCTH IIpoTHE A.Bmoka, Btor Brok oreevacT Ham B JomoTomM
PyHe, KOTOpOE pamo OTNNATHThE HaM OpaHbio Ha OpaHb, KoHeuHo
He cmoiwur U "Hepesan" B orset Ha "Tpuxuny”, ONHMM CIOBOM
Boix 110 Bee# muEMAS

By August 1907 tensions between the two leading groups reached a feverish
all-time high. Later that month the Vesy contributors to Zolotoe Rune severed
relations with the journal Zolotoe Runo. Brjusov, the Merezkovskijs (Zinaida
Gippius and her husband), Kuzmin, Ju.Baltru3ajtis’ and M Likiardopulo issued a
public letter of resignation from participation in the journal Zolotoe Runo’. This
act signalled the beginning of the end for Russian Symbolism as a cohesive
literary movement. Although, shortly afterwards Vjageslav Ivanov and Aleksandr
Blok rejected the doctrine of "mystical anarchism", it proved to be too late to
effect a true reconciliation among the individnal Symbolists. By 1910 Russian
Symbolism as an integrated literary force was no more,

The letters of Nuvel’ to Kuzmin are quite illuminating since they were written
by an "outsider”, a person who was not actively involved in any of the polemics
between the two camps, Nuvel” was on friendly personal terms with many of the
St. Petersburg and Moscow Symbolists, and yet he wrote objectively, without
any of the acrimony and vituperation of the articles that were written at the time,

The originals of Nuvel’s letters are in the Central State Archive of Literature
and Art (CGALI) in Moscow, fond 232, opis® 1, ed.xr. 319.
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Notes

Nuvel’'s official position was that of a Court functionary. In 1901 Nuvel’ had
established the St. Petersburg musical circle of "Evenings of Contemporary
Music" {Velera sovremennoj muzyki). Nuvel’'s artistic and administrative
abilities were put to use by his friend Sergej Djagilev in his personal projects:
the journal Mir Iskusstva and later on in the famouns "Ballets Russes". A
contemporary called Nuvel’ an "éstet s nog do golovy" (V.Pjast, Vstredi,
Moscow 1929, 100).

Upon receiving Culkov's booklet O misticeskom anarchizme Blok wrote
Culkov an enthusiastic letter (July 7, 1906) of encouragement; cf. A.Blok,
Sobranie sotineni), vol. 8, Moscow-Leningrad, 157-159.

Gorodeckij admitted to his interest in "mystical anarchism" in an autobiography
of 1908: "Ha "cpenax" y B.Mpanora s mpuoGpen nepeyno ayaHTOPHIO.
Moii ronoc, 9yKABI} HEKANEHTCKON YeAWHHMHHOCTH, COBMAN CO CTPEM-
JIEHMAMH 2TOT0 KPYXAKA U BCTYIINI B XOP H,IIBI:I, HABECTHLIX MO HMEHEM
MucTHieckoro asapxusMa” (Literaturnyj kalendar’-al’manach, St.Petersburg
1908, 35).

Vesy, No. 5, 1906, 54-58.
Vjaceslav Ivanov, Sobranie sodinenij, vol. 3, Brussels 1979, 726.

V.Orlov, "Aleksandr Blok i Andrej Belyj v 1907 godu", Literaturnoe
nasledstvo, vol. 27-28, Moscow 1937, 373,

Kuzmin, who was always a literary maverick, resigned more out of loyalty to
his literary mentor Brjusov than out of any ideological considerations. Andrej
Belyj had resigned earlier in April of 1907. For the letter of resignation see
Vesy (No. 8, 1907, 78-79) and Zolotoe Runo (No. 7-9, 1907, 160).
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IMucrma B.O. Hyeensn Kyamuny
No. 1

14 VI 1907

IToporoit mpyr!

IMockimaro BaMm eme omuy BhIpesky uo "Pycu” o6 "Dvu Jebed” u
Apyrux Bammx npoussexenusx.]

C permuaii MM HACTAXK IEHMEM YuTal "Becer” M cepreuno pagyncs Bee
scHEee OGHAPYXXMBANIIEHCA HEHABUCTH "CTapUKOB" X MONombsM.2 Bemby,
BAIRIBAIOIIMHA K cTapem Goram npamo serukonered, Kak sro ony (Mononsie)
TIOCMEIX MITH [0 MHOMY ITYTH, YeM ITPEeNHASHAYEHHBI MM "yunTensamu”] !
HausHoCTEL ®TOrO rHepa - ymopuTeasHa.® Anron Kpaituent ropasmo ocTo -
POKHEES M [IEPBAA 4aCTh ¢¢ KpUTHKHY 0 "Kuoann Henopeka" maske o4yeHb He -
AypHa, HO Iankine OHA yXXe HE BLIAEPXKMBACT U TOXe ofpyiKBaeTcs Ha
"mopeprancTon”. IIpu aToM BCe CBRIEMBAKTCA B OOHY Ky4y, BCE - "MICTH -
ueckue aHapxueTe”, A Gexnnil Wynkon! U monenom!4
ITwmure, xoporoit. Bes sac ckyuHo, Tak XoTs OB [MMCEMaMM I0-
pany#re. :

Bam B.Hygens.

Baa samerxa o Tearpe K. MHE 04€Hb TOHPABHIACE. Y MHO H .. OCTOPOMKHO,

No.2

16 VI 1907

Jeporo#t mpyr,

Criacufo 33 muceMo. Panyrocs M GIAroap® 32 MOCBAMIEHHE MHE
"Enmoxun”.6 Buepa sunen Comona.” Ben ¢ rum y Mpanonnx,8 wa masix
yeaxaoIumx B Mormnesckyo ryb., B gepento k Mapun Muxa#nopne® na
BCE IIETO.

Tonsko M pasropopet, uro o6 Becax,l0 o Bemom,!l ramomax,!2
Tosapume I'epMane, Bprocore,13 Mepexxonckux!4 u .1, .

Tlo Bcem npusHakam npotus IletepGypxues BooGme u HBanosa B
YACTHOCTH BENETCA CUILHAA Kammnara B Mockse, u Bprocon eit couyscTByer,
CYAs IO TOMY, XOTs 651, wro o "IIserhvke Op"l5 om mopywmn nucats B
"Becax" - Genomy, T.e. IPenR3ATOMY Bpary.l6

Tlom BrICUATIIEHMEM BCEX HTHX MCTOPHUI, ¥ MEHS ABIACTCA CTPACTHOE
xenanue wagapars uam [lerepSyproxkuit xkypHan, B KOTOPOM IPUHAMATO bl
riaeHoe yuactve IlerepGyprekas monomexs. 17
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JelcTBUTENLHO CTPAIINO, YTO XO CHX mop momoxoi IlerepGypr He
umMeeT croero oprana. Ho kak 510 ocyumiectav,? Orkyna BasTe geHnru?

Heanor ovens MU, Kak Beerpga. Jymaro, 0Mnako, 4To OH CKOPO OTO -
MIET OT HAC, yanAAch BCe 00Nee B MOUTEHIILIM, HO 11¢ SKUBOM aKageMMEM,
Ho rimapHeie M HEIIPMMEpPHUMBIE BpParv - »1o Mepexkonekue u Bensiil, K
KOTOPOMY, K COXKANGHWIO, IPUMLIKACT M HEUANLIIOBUNHLIA, HO XHUTPHIA
Bpocos. 18

I'magabie ynpeKy MONONIBIM - BAPBAPCTBO M XY MUTAHCTRO. IIpUSHATECH
MHE TaM HAJOCTH cTapiic BOrK U CTApOe PYCHOo, YTO A - "YTOHYEHHHK CKY ua-
mero Puma"l? - roToB OMONMHUTHECA IIPOTHE BCEX BTHX TOCTION, B BALINTY
BAPBAPCTBA M XYJIMFAHCTBA, BHOCAIIMX BCE-TAKKH CBEXKYIO CTPYIO, IIPH HANHY -
HOCTH TAJIAHTA, KOHEYHO.

Ho mosomeno o8 srom. Briuma "Ilporamuua’, uro 3a rosuo!20 A
Maxkosckuli co cpoeit nonpathunMpoBaHHON nopHorpathueil, koTopoll on
mosxen SuITs crpantno nosonen!?! Kakas momnocTs!! MOXKHO CKAZATS, BHI -
paxaach A la Aycnennep??. Buzmens Ho eme He umran "Bemie Houn".
BuemHuit BUR oueHb MasImHpIi, 23

Urto KacaeTcs BCKAMaj, BOOGPAZMTE - IO CMX MOp HUYero, Qryactu
TOTOMY, UTO UYBCTRYID cefs He coBceM xopomno chuzmdecku, A sarTem
PELINTENLHO HEKeM yBiekarsca. Ax mal Ha nasax eunen Cad'y, rylsioinyo B
AneKcanapoBcKeM CAIy ¢ KaKMMU-TO Xyauranami, J'avoue gu'elle m'a parue
séduisante! Ormrunas hurypa. Ho KaxxeTcs He MOTAST HAXESK T, ua ¥ Golch A
XYJMCAHCKOM KaMITaHUM,

Hanpacuo Be1 xymaere, aTo Moe ybueuenune H.24 npomoxno. Ho xorza
eMy (T.e. YRISUECHUID) HEUEM IUTATLCA - HA BHAETh, HU CILIIATE, HY MO60 -
BATLCA HEJH3A - TOrJA KOHEUHO OHO HECKOILKO OCTHIBACT - N0 BPEMEHH.

Topoxenxuit2S mepuyncs ¢ Kankasa u ouenb o6mxen na "Tlenyuero
Ocna".26 HecuacTHsii UynKoB MuIET yTemenue B ofmectse Jleonmma
Annpeesa.2” Horemxuua ve nunen.28 Koers mun,2% Ho xusaeT ¥ He MOXer
HANTH TOrQ UTO €MY HYXHO,

He sa6piBaitTe MIchMamMu, MANLIA IPYT.

Knansmocs Cepexe!30

Bam B.Hygenn,
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No. 3

4 VI 1907

Hoporo#t mpyr,

He mucan Bam, oxcupas mucema oT Bac, C moBonerrcTooM 3aMeddro,
UYTO KadKIBIH NEHL BO BCEX IIOUTH TazeTax yrnomuHgercsa Baue wnms 3l Vous
faites parler de Vous, diable!! Mexy npounm Marcel Thellier rorce e nces -
TOHUM, a4 TIOMIMHHOS KM IASIIHeTO (DPAHUYICKOTO BHIE-KOHCYIIA
(OTUASHHOM TETKY), XOPOILD BIANSIOIE0 PYCCKUM ABLIKOM, Bonsanosckui
OKA3aJ eMy XOPOIIYIO YCIYTY, PACKPLIB ero MaKornuro!!32

HBanorsr GraremonyqHo otGLIAn B gepesHio. CoMOBa BUDKY peIKo.
Boo6ine aukoro we rwxy. Tonsko wa ausx serperun s Jernem Caxy OBYX
HEMCIIPABUMEIX MEPTBELOR, SIMTOHOB Mepesxkkorckux - Esr. Usanosald u
Kuky I'e.34 Koneuno Brlpyrax ux 3a ux 6e3NapHbe W HEHYXHLIE [TACAHUS,
OTINBAIIIHECT BUCPAITHER OTPRIKKOIH,

Wasectre, uro Haymor nporen 4 ormycka B IerepGypre, rnyBoxo
oropuuno mensa. Ko MHe, pazyMeercs, OH He BaIIeIL.

"KapTroHueit JoMuk” ITOHPABHICS NMINE BO RTOPUYHOM UYTEHUH
GONbIIE 9€M B MEPBELT Pa3, HE CMOTPS AAXKE HA COBEPIUCHHOE HAX HAM 06 -
peaanue.33 Bo-repBhIx OH OTIMYHO HATMCaH, myume wem "Dme JleGech” 36
Bo-BTOPBIX OU€HBb XOPOIIM Pa3rOBOPHL, a pacckas ¢ CeMeHyLIKM [IpAMO
wenesp. K coxxaneHnn, B HeM HET LEMBHOCTH, BTO KaKoi-10 0e3rmopsanod -
HBI# KaJXeHIOCKOII MM CKOpEe HeCKONLKO MAIlOpYeHHBIH KuHeMaTorpach.
“IIpepBannan noBecTs" oueHs xopoma.37

W=z pacckasos Aycrnenxepa MHS OMeHE TOHpaBmica "Axapxuer”. Uro
KacaeTcsl OpYTHX, To "aHrIulfckhil" MHe Tiokazanca cmabee, un pen fade
(Comony OH OUCHE TIOHPABMICH), 4 "thpaHITYacKui" XOpOIIQ HAMKCAH, HO
COMHEBAKICH, WTOGL CpelH (BPaHIIYaCKMX NErHTHUMMUCTOB SIOXH PEBOIIOIHK
MOT M CYUIECTROBATE TAKWME [TOLJIEIE], KaK Ppaxe, roTORBIE YYACTBOBATL B
KA9HM BCEX CBOWX Jpy2eil ¥ moOOBHMI, ITHINE 6B COXPAHUTE CBOXY FOIORY,
Bro cropee neuxonorus ultra moderne!38

Mmuoro cnaGoro B "Bemsix Howax",39 ne rosops yxe o smimenpu -
BegenHpx yOnoakax: Msanora u e, a TAOKE 0 HECTEPNHUMO MAMAHAIREM
UyIKORE, HWero CTOUT OIHH TAKOH [EACRp, KAK "DIeKTpuuecTRO” HECPaB -
Henuoi JuoTumer!40

Kusy CTpaiHO CKPOMHO, OXMHOKO W OecumomHo. Dekanam - Hu-
Kakux. Duauueckt UyBCTBYIO cels mepaxno. Mapenka Buxy "compemet -
unkon",41 cofupaemca B xse mepenu pas. Cerogus ofemamw y Apry-
TiHcKoro?2 ¢ Benya, 43 xoropenii 3aHAT IMCAHMEM AEKOPALMK RIIA ONHOAKT -
Horo Gamera "Tlasmimon Apmumu™# ¢ Mysscoi, yeei!, Ueperrmna. 43 Kax
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Bam HparHTCHA MHCTIEHMPORAHHLIE MefiepXonsioM poMalChl, MK "LLIMaHC -
Kue TiecH B lpke"' M6
"Epjokuit" Mue HpaBurca no-npeskneMy. Bens 1 ropa, uto Bei Mue ee
noceAmaeTe. JKaxay yonsnars Bamu Hoskie eurd. M1y mucemM.
Bam B.Hysens.

Crnbiiam By, wro ymepna Omsra Kyamumina, cectpa Conory6a?4?

No. 4

Iasnosck, 11-ro mwona 1907.

Mminiid apyr,

Cnacu6o 2a nmcemo. Tonsko wro monyumn 6-oii nomep "Becos'.
Hemsas ue cosHaThes, uto B onenke "Iipernmka Op” Benwti mpas.48 He
NOHMMAKD TOJIBKO NPHCTPACTHOIO MW HECTIPABEANMBOrD QTIOICHNAA K Bay,
Wsanony, COHETH KOTOPOrO, Beld rnpaso ke, xopourn! ¥apexk B "duno-
JTorun", KOHEUHO, BCET/1a 3ACHYXKEeH, HY ¥ YYACTHE B MPOKAATOM "MHCTH YeC-
KOM aHApXu3Me" He MOXeT He GhTh ocykaed. Ho moMumo storo rpycr-
HOT'0 HEIOPAIYMEHMS, HAMID XK€ NIPHIIATECA, YTO, KAK snacHue, Kax hurypa,
Bsu. MBaHOB CTOMT OUEHL BLICOKO, [IOBEINE camoro benoro, "Tlammxuma”
KOTOPOT0, MEXY TIPOYMM, MEE Mano nospasuxacs.? B ueit ects 4T0-TO HE -
XY ROKECTBEHHOE, XaMCKOe, Yero HET Hampumep B II0TEMKUHE, HECMOTPA Ha
OPUHAINEXKHOCTE K TOMY Ke THny "xyauranckoro" moszra. BooBme nmo
Iyxy, o ncuxonoruy, bemslit ckopee uysich corpeMentioMy Tedennio. JIumn
o (popMe OH MHOTIA K HEMY IIOJXOOWT, HO B CYIIHOCTH CBOEH ABIAETCA
HecOMHEHHBIM HacnenHukom Jocroesckoro, U6ceHa, MepesXKOBCKOro,
KAKOBLIM OH CeG s # TIPURHAET, - 4 oToMy Se3ycnonimt smvron,30

Uynkora mue He >kan. Tu 1'as voulu Georges Dandin.’1 He nonnman
TOILKO, KAK MOXHO C TAKOWD HACTOMUMBOCTLIO ¥ ¢ TaKo® 306011 Haﬁpacm-
BAaTLCH HA NONOGHYIO XKANKYIO 6e3JapHOCTL U TEM CAMEIM IPUAABATE e Ka -
KY10-TO SHAYNTENLHOCTE. Boobiue Gopnla ¢ MUCTMUECKMM AHAPXHUIMOM, KaK
C ONACHEHRIIMM BPAroM, MPOCTO CMEINHA ¥ HETOCTOHHA, o6HAPY M CMBAS Ka -
KYIO-TO XANKyIo G0Ie3Hy KOHKYPEHIIHH.

"HesHaKOMKA" MHE Mo HpaBsuTcA. 52 Biok, - BoXheit MANOCTLIO TIOST,
HO GESIIOTHBIE POMAHTHEK, - IIPOTATUBAET 30eck pyKy Jleonnny Annpeepy 1
. AHIUKOBY,>3 IPHYEM BCEX TPEX COEMHAET OGIIAR YEPTA ~ FTYHOCTL!

Tloanpapnan AycleHIepa ¢ OTKPLITEIMM NRepAMH B [ophko-AHApeeBC -
Ky Axagemuo. Bugno e ogun tonsko opomenkuit menaer GwicTpyno

xapLepy!>4
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Hacrana mopa mudcepenuuanuit. Oxum - Aunpeer, Bensiii, Biok, ue
roBopsa yxe o Ilapuxckoil Tpomne3S (otnecy k Hum 1 Momectuka)do -
YCTPeMILAOTCA B ITyN 3eMiM, Jpyrue - Kyammn, Aycnennep, Noponenxmii,
IToreMKUH - MPeAIIOUMTAIOT OCTABATECA Ha IOBEPXHOCTH, KOTOpAd, HPaBo
3Ke, He Tak XypHa. F 1 ocTanck ¢ Huvu.

Ha nusx emgen Comoea. Hepenan Bamr ntoxiox. Ou saust Teneps nop -
HOrpahHUECKUMH PUCYHKAMH JUIA HEMEIKOro xypuana "Die Opale”.57
Hexotopele M3 HMX MHE HPARUTCH, HO HE Bee. CTpaHHE, UTO B HUX €CTh
KaKasgs-TO PaccyMOUHOCTh, IpHapak mapagHocTH, yto nu? Ho menocpencr -
BEeHHOU, BUGHPYIOIWIEN UYRCTBEHHOCTH S B HHX HE HAXOXY.

Bexxoro Conory6a yBOIMIM OT ZOMKHOCTH WHCTIEKTOPA © NCHCHEH B
500 py6. Taxum oBpazoM MEI yxk¢ He §ymeM COGUPATLCS B DTOM CTAPOM
KA3EHHOM JOME ¢ LEAOMYIPEHHBIMH CTEHAMM, TAK CTPAHHO KOHTPAcTHpPO-
BABINMMH C PA3TABABIAMUCA B HHX CIOBamu. 8

Cryzeura Bamero me BeTpevan. M3 cofCTBEHHBIX BCKAMag, MOCY
OMTHPOBATE TOJNBKO [MHAYHOS [IOCEINEHWE ONHOM Hopol terre chaude
HAATEL, KOTOPAsT MEHA GONCE MITH MEHES YIORICTROPUNA,

Ha Gyaymei senene MHE IPeACcTOMT O ¢liy>x6e noesika B Mocksy,
HEleny Ha ABe. TO LOBONLHO CKYUHO, T.K. B Mockne Tenepsr HUKOTO HET K
BEPOATHO HE ¢ KeM Oy IEeT POROMUTL BEUEpa.

Korzga Bu coSupaetecs BepuyTsca ?>?

I'me u ¢ kem GyHeTe XKUTR?

YT0 HaM COTOBMT FIPEACTOAAA 3UMa?

HBeasnoBw yexam okono 11-ro uions.

Baxcr B Tapuke. 59 Buepa sunen Cepona, Guimiuero ¢ mm B Ipemu 61

B HerepGypre Teneps Jsarunest2 u Beuya.

B narnuny B Tepuokax "Bewep monofsix” ¢ yuactveM Buoxa, Iopomerr -
xoro u Kyamuna (7).63

Xorex 65110 TYAZ CBEIOUTh MOCMOTPETE MY3BIKANEHYID CTYOHK, HO
TANEKO, TIPUTOM XKE WSBECTHO, YTO MYSBIKAHTH] RCET A, Y PONIMBEY,

ITumvre, moporoi xpyr, noxamect A B IleTepbypre, 4 korna repecny B
Mockny, coobuiy Bam anpec,

Knausiitecs AycreHuepy.

Oraero rmucsma H. orpanssi? B weM crpaaHocTs?

Jw6aupmt Bac
B Hyzens.
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No. 5

Tocrnauna "MeTtpononm"64 2 asrycra 1907r,
Mocksa

Hoporoit apyr,

Bor yxe moutn mee Hepemy, wTo A B MOCKEE M OCIESABTPA YE33KAK0
Haxouel B TlerepSypr,

He ncan Bam mo cHX [op M JaXKe HE OTRETHN HA NOCIENHEE TTUCEMO,
T.K, OBLI O4EHE 3aHAT M KPOME TOTC UyBCTBOBAT ceBA BCE BTO BPEMA OTBpa-
THUTENBHO.

Bunen Bprocosa n Benoro, npocunesunx y Mens neinti geuep.85 B pe -
nakuuu "Becos" mosnakommics ¢ Juxuapnonyno,06 Tonskorum67 i
Drnucomb® u serperun deoguraxrora.5? Pasymeerca Bce MOCKBHUM pyra -
TenscKl pyraioT IlerepSypikien. Bol cocTaEngeTe IMOYTH ¢OIUHCTBEHHOE
CUACTIIMBOE UCKIIOUEHNE. SIpocTh HanpaRneHa rIABHEIM 05Pa3oM NPOTHE
Yynkoea, brmoka, Bsu.Mradona, lleonnna Annpeesa, JIuauo JIMurpuery u
T'opomenxoro.

A seavecky sammnan BauMsanoea, onpaspan bioka - raynocTho,
cam HaBpocancs Ha Uynkosa, seipyran Jleonuaa AHnpeesa ¥ He MOIIATMIT
3unoBbeBY-ATHMOAN. 3aTO MYKECKH OTCTAUBAN MOJOXLIKX [ODOMENKOro,
TMoremxuHa ¥ gp.

Bpiocos nopyrusaet u Bau.MsaHoBa, HO KTO §ieé TOBOPUT O HEM WHaue
Kax C MeHbIO ¥ PTa, TAK 5T0 Dunuc, ¥ MeHd OLIN ¢ 1MM TOpAuMit CIOp, U3
KOTOpPOrO BEIACHWUIIOCH, UTO STOT KUITATOK He UTO MITGE, KaK THOHHCHAHEI] M
Gonnepuct,’0 uBymmit uckmownTensne Gesmioi! Bpocos o4eHb MMM,
KOppeKTeH, aKagemuued. Bac owens xsamur.’l Bnpouem, naxe Bensii npu
yrenyn Bac - "oTmuxaet". 72 Benbtit TOXE 0MEHL MMIT, 11O BECTH ¢ HUM TIPO -
IOIKUTEILHYIO Oeceny - yroMuTensio, Bee ppemst GoMIILCAT BOSEMET fa
BROIPLICHET B OKHO,

Kcratis, Bce Bac miofaTt u Bcem Brl nmpuuniuch 1o BKYCY, 58 UC-
knouenuem 3.Mummuye,?3 Jeonnna Annpeesa,’® Bypennna,”> BonsHosc -
koro/6 u apyrux nopoGusx. MHOTO IyMy 31€Ch IOAENAN0 HIBECTHE O 1O -
crynncHud B "3Hauue” Yynxkosa, Bioka u AycneHnepa. YrepsiorT, 4To Buok
HAITHCAT MIOCNENHIO ¢TATho B "PyHe" cnenmramsHo anst Toro, 4tofisl mony -
wuTh mpurmaienve B " 3uanne".?? Boo61ue 3I10CIOBST HEMano,

"Pyno" u "Iepesan"78 cropo norubuyTs ecTecTrenHOM CMEpPTEIO. DTO
chaxr mocrosepust. Ocranyres onny “Becnr”, 79

Cnrnuan, yro Bur cofupaerecs B Mockey., Beprno? Korma >xe Bu
6ynere B IlerepGypre? IIumure MHe TyXa ¥ moCKOpee. A KOrgad TyMaeTe
COBCEM NEpPeckarL?
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Bprocos Bam kmausercs.
Bamn B Hynens.

No. 6
Cn6. 11 VIII 1907,

Hoporo# gpyr,

Tlepecsinaw Bam nucsmo Juotumsl, o ee npocsie.

Tenepe, KaxxeTed, yxe Bel Measa zaGoomu, Ionywums Moe nUCEMO B3
Mocksru? Korpa, nakodeu, npuepure? Hpnb’nnxa&rcn OCEHE, 2 C HEI la
rentrée des amis, IIpusaTHo.

K coxamenuio, s 4YRCTBYW Ce(s HOBOIEHO CKREPHO W TONLKO M
IENan, 9TO JeXYy., ¥ MeHA ofBARUNCA APTPHUT, JPYI'HMH CIOBRAMM CODAYLA
CTAPOCTE # % GOIOCH, YT OT Renouveau30 CKOPO OCTAHETCA TOMAKO OfIHA Pad ~
BATTMHA.

TIpouen M3MIMHET pacckax KIAIHOr0 AYCIEHAEPA K HAXOXKY, UTO BTO
OfIMH M3 CAMHMX M3sIHBIXS! 06Pa30B MPOCIABICHMA OHAHMGMA MM TIOJO -
Boro Gescunus.82 Ecnu He CYMTATL CMYTHUBIIEE MEHS HEMHOTO JIEETIPUYACTIC
“waxnas”, paccKas HAMMCAH OUCHL XOPOIIO ¥ OCTABNHET MHOTD MPOCTOpd
IS (IQIHOTO BOOGPASKEHUA IOHOTO YMTATEN%, Baly ¢TUxH, KOHEYHO, BOC -
XMTHUTENbHEL, XOTS BCA BTa aBa COSCTBEHHO HU K CEITY HU K I'OPOAY, BC/IM €6
He ozariaBuTs Hanpumep "Hommage & Kousmine"?83

Onraxo, s MOTKeH CKaZaTh yTo BCe 9T Badmmst 1 mpoune Tadiaucer -
MOZOGHBIC ICHOLIM MHE HEMHOMXKKO HAJOENH H XOUCTCsl Yero-To Gonee KoH -
KPETHOrO, HY HaNpUMEp COBPEMEHHOrO CTyNenTa unu joukepa.8¢ Boofme
ymanenue B ry6 Anexcarmpund, pumckoro ynaaxadé wm maxe XVIII-ro
Bekad?, HeCKONBKO NMCKPENUTHpPYET COBPEMEHIIOCTH, KOTOpasA, Ha MOU
BArIAE, SACHY>KMBAET COpasfe GONLIEro BHUMLHMA W uHTepeca. Bor
MOYeMY A NpPeRnouMTar Bawy mpepsaunyio ronecTs - "KapToEHBIA
nomuk"88 (mecmorps ma "Gotumrky™) "Dwme Jebedy” m ToMy nOmoGHEM
POMAHTHUCCKHM YXAIEHUSM OT TOI'O, UTO CelYac, 3jiech, BOKPYD Hac.

XKasero, uto He 3HaW eife Bawlux nOCTEXHMX CTHXOD W PaccKasos:
"Kywmerky TeTu Coun"8? u np. Hanerockh BLI COXPAHMIM BTOPHIC SKIEM -
mApsLl. M OHEBHMK MEHA OY€HB HHTEPECYET, XOTS BLI ¥ HAXOMUTE €0 OTHO -
o6 pasnem. 90

TIpueaxaiite ckopee. Ilomymatite, uto ¢ Bawlum mpuesoM CBA3AHO
MHOT0E, Hanprmep scrpeua (Mos) ¢ H,

He zabuBaiite mes!

Bam B.Hygens
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No. 7
TMasrosex. 20 VIII 1907

Hdoporoi# npyr,

Bame uMs npomonkaer GIMCTATH €XENHERHO HA CTPAHUIAX TIEpE -
10BOM nedaTH. Ceronus 9HTa €ro cpasy B ABYX (henseToHAX TOR ke
rasertl, - HaIpaRo y Haneno. IIpasaa, ecTs NPHMeuanue pexakum, GIaropas -
yMio ySoABmeics o6BUHEHHS CKONIOM B NPOTHROCCTCCTREHHLIX HAKIOH -
socrax. Teneps, o KpaiiHei Mepe, HAM ACHO, UTO B €6 JIMUHOM COCTaBe HET
Hu ogroro "Kyavuna". Oelicraurensno Bame vMs ¢Tano HapUIIATENLHELIM,
HO HE CTOMLKO B CMBICHE "TPETheM M3BECTHOCTH", KAK OYMAOT WHLIA, a B
60ee CePRCIHOM BHAUCHUM, KAK MACTOSAUMHE U HEOGXOIMMLLA IIpoTecT
nporus "cTykaHes nGamu”. Kak xanku ¥ GearnoMoInusl vanagky Axroua
Kpaitnoro!?! B cymnocTi eMy HedeM KONHYTh, JAXe TAKOE ZHAMEHMTOE
Xxang - SecCUILHO!

Wrax y Bac xsa peprsx apyra Bpiocos u Thumcxnit,%2 nra xpuruka u, B
TO e BpeMs, penakropa (oxud 6ynymumit), uto Takse He 6€3 NPUATHOCTH,
ITpu raxoi 3a1uUTe BPAros SOATRCA HEUETO,

Moe mucemMo Bac nokasanoch kucnerbkumM, Hemynpeno. Bot yxxe nea
MECHLA, KaK A MYRCTBYIO cefs ornparurensso. CtapocTh HE N0 AHSM, 2 110
yacaM, u npolewue "Renouveau” sByunT Temeps OmHON HacMelnkoi. B
HACTOSAIIEE BPEM S SAHAT NEYSHHEM. ¥ BHIMM, UTC M3 STOTO BLIAMET.

Hamuunire, Korga B TOUHOCTH Bul npueancaere, urobur s Mor Bac no -
BHIATD B ITIEPBLIA 5Ke AeHD.

Kocrs mmer Bam npuper, On Gonp, Becen M, HA BHI, AbSIBONBCKN
MOIO,.

Cyns mo HACTPOEHHIO, LAPAUIEMY B JIMTEPATYPHELIX JArepsx, MHe
Ka’XeTcs, YTO NPEeHCTOAISH 3uMMOH BCe TOJKHBI APyl ¢ OPYIrOM nepe-
pyrareca.93 Boloch madke 3a cBoy OTHOMIEHMs K VIRAHODBBIM, T.€. KOHEUHO K
Mumpu Jmurpuesne.?4 Hennas e, MpaBo, BCe BpeMs JTOMATH KOMENKIO U
CKPBIBATh, YTO B CYLUIHOCTH COJIaceH ¥ ¢ BpioconniM, M ¢ TIMNLCKUM, U ¢
Bennmv, 1 ¢ AnToHom KpaliHLIM, T.K, €O BCceMM, KTO ee pyTaeT, A CK43aTh 3TO
- SHAYMT BPAXKHAA HA BEKM, 1, NOXKANYH, e TOMLKOo ¢ new, no u ¢ Baw.Hs..
Tlpoctoe, He 3HAeIE, KAK OBITH!

C ypoBounCTBHEM IYMalo O Bosobnosnenmy "oprui” y TpEX rpauuii.
3un. Benrepona?S e xamack, yto Bena nepiiercs u nce GyNeT M0-CTAPOMY.
A por ahusa yxe Gonpie ne 6yner.6 Bro nasepno. Ho e apyres ym wro-
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HuGy s "Ha cMeny". BTo 6bu10 611 mOGoMLITHO. Bo BeskoM cnyvae Bam e -
of6xogzumo Hosas "TIpepeanHas nmorects”. Bens 910 ocenHee passneueHue!
Aey! Banm
B.Hyrens.

IIpurer Aycnenuepy, "Badhun" KoTOpOro ouekHs nonpaBuics ApryTHHC -
KOMY. :

Notes

1 The St. Petersburg daily newspaper Rus’ in 1907 published two lengthy
articles devoted 1o Kuzmin by the litetary critic V.E. Bocjanovskij; ¢f, "V
al’kove g. Kuzmina" (June 22, 1907, No. 160, p. 2} and "O gredeskoj ljubvi”

_(July 2, 1907, No. 170, p.2).

2 Nuvel’ is referring to the fifth issue of the modemist journal Vesy for 1907.

3 Cf. A. Belyj, "Na perevale, VII, Stempelevannaja kalo$a", Vesy, No, 5, 1907,
49-52, The St.Petersburg Symbolists are the implicit targets of Belyj’s critical
article, :

4 Cf. Anton Krajnyj (= Z. Gippius), "O Sipovnike: 1, Celovek i Boloto (Litera-
turno-chudoZestvennye al’manachi izdatel’stva ‘Sipovnik’). 2. Na ostrie
(Sergeev-Censkij - Rasskazy, t. I)", Vesy. ibid., 53-61. In these two reviews
Gippius provides a begrudgingly positive opinion about the works of the two
realist writers Leonid Andreev and Sergeev-Censkij, although she does admit

- that both their creative talents are on the wane: "[...] mne kaZetsja, &to i Censkij
kontit pod lavkoj, pod kotoruju uZe ticho lezet Andreev". Following these two
critical articles Gippius, under another pseudonym ("Tovari$¢ German"),
lambastes the neosymbolist journal Pereval in her review of half a year's
issues of the magazine; of. Vesgy, ibid., 68 - 72,

5 M. Kuzmin, "Q teatre Komissarzevskoj: sezon 1906-1907g", Vesy, ibid., 97-
99, During its short life of only three years, Kuzmin was closely involved in
several of the KomissarZevskaja Theater productions as a composer.

6 Evdokii: Kuzmin dedicated one of his religious "comedies" (a better term
would be "mystery plays") to Nuvel’, as he himself stated in a personal letter
to Nuvel’ of Tune 15, 1907; ¢f. CGALL f. 781, op.1, ed.xr.8.

7 Konstantin Andreevi¢ Somov (1889 - 1939) - a "World of Art" painter and a
close friend of Kuzmin and Nuvel’.

8 Ivanovyx: The Summer of 1907 the Symbolist poet Vijadeslav Ivanovi¢ Ivanov
(1866-1949) and his wife, the writer Lidija Dmitrievna Zinov’eva-Annibal
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(1866-1907), spent the summer at the estate of Zagor’ja in the Mogilev
province. During their fateful stay there Lidija Zinov'eva-Annibal came down
with scarlet fever and died in October of that year.

9 Marija Michajlovna Zamjatina (1865-1919) - the governess of Ivanov’s
children and his household manager to whom he dedicated several of his
poems.

10 The journal Vesy waged a two year battle (1906-1908) against the St.
Petersburg Symbolists and their doctrine of "mystical anarchism" in its pages.

11" Andrej Belyj (real name - Boris Nikolaevi¢ Bugaev, 1880-1934), the chief
critic of "mystical anarchism" for Vesy.

12 galogach: a reference to Belyj’s article in Vesy, see note 3.
13 Valerij Jakovlevi® Brjusov (1873-1924) - Symbolist poet and editor of Vesy.

14 Mere#kovskich: Dmitrij Sergeevi¢ Merezkovskij (1866-1941) and his wife
Zinaida Nikolaevna Gippius (1869-1945), These "religious" Symbeolists,
primarily through the writings of Gippius (and her pseudonym-signed
articles), viciously attacked all the existing splinter groups of Russian Sym-
bolism in issue after issue of Vesy.

15 Cvetnik Or: Kodnica pervaja. Sbomik liri¢eskij i dramatideskij, St.Petersburg
1907. This almanac was put out by Vjateslav Ivanov's publishing house
"Ory" and served as a literary vehicle for Ivanov and friends and associates of
his famous "Tower” (Basnja).

16 See note 48.

17 A plan to establish a symbolist journal in St.Petersburg catering to its own
symbolist needs was fervently upheld by many, however nothing ever came of
these yearnings; cf. E. Gercyk, Vospominanija, Paris 1973, 45; Aleksandr
Blok: novye materialy i issledovanija, book 3, Literaturnoe nasledstvo, vol. 92,
Moscow 1082, 293,

18 A reference to Brjusov’s "battle” tactics in his polemic with the St.Petersburg
Symbolists over "mystical anarchism", Ostensibly assuming a predominately
impartial stance in Vesy in regard to the feud between the two factions of
Symbolists, Briusov delepated other contributors to attack the St.Petersburg
Symbolists on the pages of his journal. Brjusov admitted as much in a letter to
Vjadeslav Ivanov at the time: "3a nocnexumii rol BCK XYPHAILHYK,
noBceIHerHy X (TLY SHacIL camM, He Jerkyio) pafory B "Becax” Hecmu nipe-
umymecteeHno Anuppeit Bensns, 3.H. Tnnnuyc u Bnnue. Cnpapemiuno
6510, YTOGLI OHY 3A TO MMENTH [IPABO Ha CTPAHULAX "Becon" BEICKAILIBATE
CrOM Cyxnenus. W, Koneuno, s He BLIUEPKUBAX M3 UX CTaTel TeX CTPOK,
rpe oM HAramaty HA TeGs MU0, HAXOMA TAKOS-TO TROES CTUXOTBOPEHUE
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HeyIA4YHEIM MK TAKYIO-TO CTAThIO clrafol, - unu Ha Bimakux Tee Jmir,
ocyxnas Broxa mmm orpunas, uro nponanegelms Jluguu IMuTpueBHs
CYTh XYROXECTBeHHEIe npouanenenus’ (Valerij Brjusov, Literaturnoe
nasledstvo, vol. 83, Moscow 1976, 500-501).

19 "yronZennik skudajustego Rima"; Nuvel’’s appellation in Vjadeslav Ivanov's
poem "Vstreda gostej”; of, ML A, Kuzmin, Gesammelte Gedichte II, Munich
1977, 710.

20 Protalina, Al’manach 1, St.Petersburg, Spring 1907, Belyj in his review of the
almanac {Vesy, No. 7, 1907, 71-74) characterized this uneven collection as a
grab bag of "pitiful imitators”, "ardent™ and “interesting" contributors,

21 Sergej Konstantinovié Makovskij (1877-1962) - poet, art critic and later editor
of the journal Apolion.

22 Sergej Abramovieé Auslender (1886-1943) - Kuzmin’s nephew who
specialized in writing "stylized" stories, much as his uncle did at this time,
Auslender made his literary debut on the pages of both Vesy and Zoloioe
Runo in 1906. Nuvel” often refers to him as "SereZa" in his letters.

23 Belye no¢i: a St.Petersburg anthology of 1907, which was dominated by
members of Vjateslav Tvanov's circle. Kuzmin published his poetic cycle "Pre-
rvannaja povest’" and short story "Kartonnyj domik” in it.

24 *H." = V.A. Naumov - a cadet officer who was a friend of both Nuvel” and
Kuzmin, Kuzmin’s "eighteenth century” poetic cycle "Rakety” carries a
dedication to Naumov; cf. M. Kuzmin, Sefi, Moscow 1908, 63.

25 Sergej Mitrofanovit Gorodeckij (1884-1967) - an intimate friend of V.Ivanov
and a promising young poet whose initial success with his first poetic collec-
tion "Jar" was never again matched by him.

26 "Pevuiij Osel": a play by Lidija Zinov’eva-Annibal, which appeared in the
collection Cvetnik Or. '

27 Leonid Nikolaevi¢ Andreev (1871-1919) - realist writer, who was at this time
temporary chief editor of the "Znanie" collections. It was primarily due to him
that attempts were made to lure several of the St.Petersburg Symbolists into
becoming contributors to the "Znanie” anthologies. Culkov acted as an inter-
mediary in the discussions between the two groups.

28 Petr Petrovié Potemkin (1886-1926) - poet, later on one of the main
contributors to the popular satirical magazine Satirikon. .

29 Kostja - a reference to Konstantin Somov.

30 See note 22.
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31 The newspapers devoted a lot of attention to Kuzmin after publication of his
homosexual novel Kryi'jain 1906,

32 A direct reference to an article by the critic Vladimir Feofilovi® Bocjanovskij
(1869-1943). The article "O greeskoj Ijubvi”, in the newspaperRus’ (July 2,
1907, No. 170, p.2), was a rebuttal to a letier by one Marcel Thellier
(Bocjanovskij mistakenly assumed this to be a pseudonym), who came out in
defense of Kuzmin and his art against an earlier critigue by Bocjanovskij.

33 Evgenij Pavlovi¢ Ivanov (1879-1942) - a writer and a very close friend of
Aleksandr Blok.

34 Nikolaj Petrovi¢ Ge (1884-1920) - an art critic and nephew of the well-known
realist painter N.N. Ge.

35 Unfortunately Kuzmin’s short story "Kartonnyj domik" was published with-
out the last four chapters in the almanac Belye noci, For more information see
G. Cheron, "F. Sologub and M. Kuzmin: Two Letters", Wiener Slawistischer
Almanach, Band 9, 1082, 372.

36 Kuzmin’s stylized eighteenth century tale "Prikljutenija Eme Lebefa" was first
published as a seperate book in May of 1907.

37 Kuzmin’s poetic "love story" “Prervannaja povest™”

pages of the Belye nodi anthology: pages 211 - 219,

also appeared on the

38 Nuve!’ is talking about Auslender’s story "Veter u gospodina de Seviraz”,
which was published in the collection Belye nodi; (pages 37-49).

39 Blok, Kuzmin and Auslender were singled out by Andrej Belyj as being the
only three interesting contributors to Belye noéi; see his review in Vesy: No. 7,
1907, 73-74.

40 Diptima: Lidija Zinov’eva-Annibal’s nickname among her intimate friends. The
story "Elekiritestvo" can be found in the posthumously published collection of
her prose: Net, Peterburg, 1918,

41 Spvremennikov: a reference to members of the St.Petersburg musical circle of
“Velera sovremennoj muzyki'.

42 Prince Vladimir Nikolaevi¢ Argutinskij-Dolgorukov (1874-1941) - a rich art
collector and a member of Djagilev’s close inner circle of friends.

43 Aleksandr Nikolaevi¢ Benua (Benois), 1870-1960, - a dominant figure in the
"Mir Iskusstva” art movement,
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44 Benois wrote the libretto for the ballet "Le Pavillon d’ Armide” - the precursor
of the Ballets Russes. The ballet was an attempt by Benois to duplicate the
manners and appearance of the eighteenth century; it can be viewed as an
extension of Benois’ series of Versailles paintings,

43 Nikolaj Nikolaevi¢ Cerepnin (1873-1945) - composer, was closely associated
with Djagilev’s "Russian Seasons” in Paris (1909-1914) as a composer.

46 Vsevolod Emil’evi¢ Mejerchol’d (1874-1940), this great theatrical director was
occupied at this time with the staging of a performance of two songs by
Cajkovskij for the "Evening of New Art" (Ve&er novogo iskusstva), which
was held on July 13, 1907, Mejerchol’d talks about this Evening in his
cmrcloz lsggndcncc; see V.E. Mejerchol’d, Perepiska: 1896-1939 , Moscow 1976,

47 O)’ga Kuz’minidna Tetemikova (1865-1907) died of tuberculosis on June 28,
Until the time of her death she lived with her brother, the symbolist writer and
poet Fedor Sologub.

48 A Belyj, a review of Cvetnik Or: kosnica pervaja, Vesy, No. 6, 1907, 66-69.

49 Belyj’s lyrical poema "Panichida" appeared in the sixth issue of Vesy as did
his review.

50 In his reply to Nuvel” Kuzmin wrote of his reaction to Belyj’s review: "But
Tak mmmure, GYNTo A KaKod-TO IMOKIOHIKK ¥ €IMHOMEININEHHHK
Benoro. Koneuno, COBEpUIEHHD KOHEUHO, uTO Bsiuecmar MBaHOB M Kak
MO3T H KiK JHYHOCTh HE 3JRIBIIEMO BBICOK M OOpor, BaXXHO TOIBKO
[IPUHSATE BO BHUMAHME JUILIOMATHYECKYIO CTOPOHY cTarbH benoro, sapyr
MOTAHYBIETO MeHs ¥ ['opoxeukoro, Tak HelABHO PyTacMEX UM, B kop -
pPeKTYpax, Korga BpeMeHHo Bprocosa me Guuio: "K coXaneHuIo, OH Ha -
nmevyarar nNiIoxo OTHCJ'IE.HHI:I]:I, QUERMIHO HACIISX HAMHUCAHHBIA poman
Kpeunsa". Tlocne mpuderrus Banepus: Slkonnenwua »ro ofpaTUIocs B
cxoBxu (Mue ne Hpapsarcesa ero "Kpouta") nocrannennbe, Kxax OGBICHAIOT,
B OTIPABJAHUE NEPEMEHEI Benoro cpasnurenitHe co crathei B "[lepenane’.
{...} bem y Hac Gnmanmos ua Kunena, amakomsmmiica B Mockse u Tlerep -
6ypre ¢ NEKameHTaMH, TOROPHRIINEA, YTO DPiOCOR - OIMH W3 TNABHEIX
MOHMX BAIIWTHHUKOB. DTOMY HENB3S BEPHTS, 110 BEPHO TO, WTO BTY M103Y OH
cumraet Teneps Hanbonee Bemromuoir” (CGALIL f. 781, op.1, ed.xr.8).

Initially Belyj was antagonistic to Kuzmin’s work; see his negative opinion
of "Kryl’ja" in the journal Pereval, No. 6, 1907, 50-51. However, shortly
afterwards Belyj in his reviews of various works by Kuzmin registered a
favorable opinion of them; see especially his review of Kuzmin’s
"Prikljuéenija Eme Lebefa” and "Tri P’esy” in the journal Pereval, No.10,
1907. :

51 A popular phrase from Moliére’s three act prose comedy "Georges Dandin"
(1668).
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52 Aleksandr Blok’s lyrical drama "Neznakomka" was serialized in Vesy:
Nes. 5-7, 1807,

53 Evgenij Vasil'evi¢ Anitkov (1866-1937) - critic and literary historian,

54 Auslender was supposedly invited to become a contributor to the "Znanie"
anthologies, or 50 Kuzmin reported in a letter of July 5, 1907: "Culkov teper’
putaet SereZu, uverjaja, ¢io L. Andreev, plenjas’ "Velerom u Seviraza", pred-
lagaet emu postupit’ zaZivo v “Znanie’" (CGALI £.781, op.1, ed.xr.8).

53 A reference to D. Merezkovskij and Z. Gippius and their close friend the critic
Dmitrij Vladimirovi¢ Filosofov (1872-1940), From late February 1906 to
September 1908 the MereZkovskijs were abroad, primarily staying in Paris.

36 Modestika: Modest Ljudvigovit Gofman (1887-1959) - poet and literary critic.

57 Somov’s pornographic drawings were reproduced in the famous "Das Lese-
buch der Marquise”, which went through several editions.

58 Fedor Sologub (Fedor Kuz'mi¢ Teternikov, 1863-1927) - symbolist Poet.
Sologub was for many years a teacher of mathematics and Russian language at
a St. Petersburg high school, which provided him with an apartment. When
Sologub’s contract was terminated in July 1907 he was forced to leave the
apartment. While there Sologub held weekly get-togethers of literary people on
Sundays; several memoirists recall these meetings: Z. Gippius, Zivye lica,
vol.2, Prague 1925, 100-101; V. Pjast, Vstreés, Moscow 1929, 109-111; G.
Culkov, Gody stranstvij, Moscow 1930, 132-133, 146-147.

5% Kuzmin only returned to St.Petersburg on August 23, 1907, having been
absent for three months.

60 Lev Samojlovié Bakst (Rosenberg, 1866-1924). This "Mir Iskusstva" painter
was cne of the most prolific stage designers for Djagilev’s Ballets Russes.

61 The neoimpressionist painter Valentin Aleksandrovi¢ Serov (1865-1911) and
Bakst travelled to Greece together, where they spent the entire month of May
1907; see Bakst’s memoirs: L. Bakst, Serov i ja v Grecii: doro¥nye zapisi,
Berlin 1923,

62 Sergej Pavlovit Djagilev (1872-1929). After the initia) success of his first
"Russian Season” in Paris, the great impresario was in St. Petersburg re-
cruiting talent for a second season of concerts.

63 Kuzmin did not take part in the "Veder novogo iskusstva” held at the Baltic

Sea resort of Terioki on July 13, 1907. The first part of the evening’s perfor-
mance was taken up with poets reciting their own verse.
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64 The hotel Metropol® (built 1899-1903) with its "art noyveau" facade served as
the home of the symbolist publishing house "Scorpion”.

63 Nuvel’ also related his visit to the Moscow symbolists in a letter of August 11,
1907 to Lidija Zinov’eva-Annibal; see "A. Blok: novye materialy i issledo-
vanija", op.cit., vol.3, 293,

66 Michail Fedorovi¢ Likiardopulo (1883-1925) - Vesy’s secretary and 4 trans-
lator.

67 Sergej Aleksandrovié Poljakov (1874-1942) - the financier and founder of the
"Scorpion” publishing house.

68 Ellis - the pseudonym of the symbolist critic Lev L'vovié Kobylinskij (1879-
1947), Ellis was one of the most virulent critics of St. Petersburg Symbolists.

69 l}T/ikolaj Petrovié Feofilaktov (1878-1041) - the leading illustrator of the journal
esy.

70 Another contemporary of Ellis similarly commented on the Baudlarian streak
in him, cf. N, Valentinov, Dva goda s simvolistami, Stanford, California,
1969, 154.

71 For an examination of the Kuzmin-Brjusov relationship see G.Cheron, "Letters
of ¥V.Ja. Brjusov to M.A, Kuzmin", Wiener Slawistischer Almanach, Band 7,
1981, 65-79. :

72 Belyj’s remarks resemble those in his review of Kuzmin’s "Prikljugenija Eme
Lebefa”: "No my tak ujutno otdychaem, gitaja ego legkie, slegka pikantnye,
vsegda nepoddel’no ostroumnye, dobrodudnye stroki" (Pereval, No.10, 1907),

73 Zinaida Gippius was the only regular contributor to Vesy who was consistent-
ly critical of Kuzmin’s work. Kuzmin was included by Gippius in her scathing
review article of contemporary Russian literature: "Bratskaja mogila", Vegsy,
No. 7, 1907, 57-63.

74 For Leonid Andreev’s distaste of Kuzmin see "Gor’kij i Leonid Andreev:
neizdannaja perepiska”, Literaturnoe nasledsévo, vol.72, Moscow 1965, 309,
528,

75 Victor Pavlovi¢ Burenin (1841-1926) - poet and critic for the newspaper
Novoe vremja,

76 See notes 1; 32,
77 After Blok published his defensive article about the realist writers of the

"Znanie"” camp in the journal Zolotoe Runo ("O realistach”, No. 5, 1907), it
was rumored that he was going to become a regular contributor to the "Znanie”
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collections. Kuzmin's reaction was one of bewilderment as evidenced by his
letter to Nuvel® of July 31, 1907; "Kakie plochie stichi Gorodeckogo v Rune, a
Blok popav v ‘Znanie’ (]%rjamo s uma sosel i Citaja ego stat’ju v tom ¥e Rune, to
sly$i§’ Anickova, to Culkova, to. pomiluj Bog, Lunadarskogo" (CGALI,
£.781, op.1, ed.x1.8).

78 Pereval - a short-lived neosymbolist journal (November 1906 - October 1907),
was headed up by the poet Serge) Alekseevit Sckolov (pseudonym - S.
Kre&etov, 1878-1936). Kuzmin published several of his poems in Pereval
against the advice of his friends. The painter N.P, Feofilaktov labelled Pereval
a "very distasteful” (ofen’ bezvkusnyj) and "vulgar" {vul’ garnyj) journal
aSaltykov-Sécdrin State Public Library {(GPB) in Leningrad, £.124, ed.xr.

488).

79 Both Vesy and Zolotoe Runo ceased publication with their twelfth issue for
1909, .

80 "Renouveau" - one of Nuvel’'s nicknames among the members of Vjateslav
Ivanov's circle of friends at the "Tower™.

81 “izja¥&nyj rasskaz izjad¢nogo Auslendera": Nuvel’ is employing in a facetious
manner the adjective "izjas¢ny]", which is taken from Belyj’s characterization
of Auslender in his review of the almanach Belye nodf {(op.cit.).

82 The story in question is Auslender’s "Flejta Vafilla". It appeared in the
following collection: 8. Auslender, Zolotye jabloki, Moscow 1908,

83 The verse is the cycle "Prervannaja povest’".

84 A rebuke to Kuzmin for concentrating too heavily on "stylized" works and
thereby distancing himself from contemporary themes, Kuzmin in his reply ad-
mitted that contemporary topics were alien to his artistic makeup: "[...] sovre-
mennyj rasskaz ‘Krasavec Serf’ bez appetita otloZen" (Cgali, £.781, op.1,
ed.xr. 8).

85 v glub Aleksandrii = Kuzmin’s "Aleksandrijskie pesni” : Vesy. No. 7, 1906.

86 rimskogo upadka = Kuzmin’s story "Povest’ ob Elevsippe": Zolotoe Runo,
No. 11-12, 1906,

87 XVII-go veka = Kuzmin’s story "Prikljuéenija Eme Lebefa™; 1907.

88 A reference to the fact that the story "Kartonnyj domik" was published without
the ending, four chapters were missing.

89 The story "Kudetka teti Soni" was published in Vesy, No.10, 1907,
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%0 For information on Kuzmin’s diary see "The Diary of Michail Kuzmin, 1906-
1907", Wiener Slawistischer Almanach, Band 17, 1936, 391-438.

91 See note 73.

92 Petr Moiseevit Pil’skij (1876-1942) - writer and critic. Pil’skij wrote a
touching obituary on Kuzmin, see Novoe russkoe slovo, March 22, 1936,

93 By the end of August there occurred a complete break between the two groups
of symbolists.

94 Lidija Dmitrievna Zinov’eva-Annibal had by this time published a novella, a
collection of short storiés plus assorted reviews. S. Gorodeckij in an article
about her ("Ogon’ za refetkoj”, Zolofoe Runo, No. 4-5, 1908, 95-98)
enumerates most of her publications.

95 Zinaida Afanas’evna Vengerova (1867-1941) - critic and translator.
96 Gafiz: a very private "club" of the Vjaceslay Ivanov circle; for more
information on this intimate coterie see J. Malmstad, "Mixail Kuzmin: a

chronicle of his life and times", in M. Kuzmin, Gesammelte Gedichte III,
Munich 1977, 96-97.
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